
Biographical Information 

I am a surgeon by trade with a 40+ year career—board certified and a Fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons. I have held multiple positions of responsibility from Chief of Staff for 525 physicians to 
multiple Board of Trustee memberships that included a large hospital group and nonprofit 
organizations. I provided surgical care for almost ten years at SEARHC Mt. 
Edgecumbe Hospital and approximately 7 years at Sitka Community Hospital. I have previously served 
on the City Assembly. Currently, I am Chairman of the Alaska State Medical Board and have faithfully 
attended virtually every Assembly meeting over the last two years. 

 
I earned my Bachelors and Masters degrees from Columbia University in New York. My Masters degree 
was in journalism. I was awarded a doctorate of medicine from Tufts University School of Medicine in 
Boston. 
I have served our community and Southeast faithfully, and I hope well—literally 7/24. 
 

  Advocacy Statement 
Economics are at the crux of virtually all the important issues that Sitka faces. And to put it another 
simpler way—Who is going to pay for all the things that are required to manage a city—keeping the 
quality of life that we have come to enjoy and at the same time not losing sight of affordability? 

 
Without a true and comprehensive understanding of the City’s economic situation, the Assembly 
cannot make rational and educated decisions in context. Without knowledge of the financial 
fundamentals, how can we decide what we can afford to do, what we cannot afford to do, and what 
we must do despite the expense. Without these basics spelled out in plain English, a strategic plan 
has no meaning or direction. 

 
Yes, we need affordable housing. Yes, we need quality education. Yes, we need a haul-out. Yes, we need 
so many things, but we are a small town with an enormous debt load. With economic storm clouds 
approaching, it is now time to take stock of our economic strengths and weaknesses and move forward 
thoughtfully and intelligently. 

 
I have spent a lifetime dealing with complex issues, synthesizing data, and developing solutions. 
Serving one term on the Assembly followed by continued attendance at Assembly meetings has 
allowed me to have a deep knowledge of City affairs. I can begin my term without a learning curve. 
Acta non verba! 

 
As with life, master the fundamentals first and all the rest is a lot easier…. 
 

 


